Conservancy’s eastern New York chapter, which
helped secure a grant to fund the study of the bald
eagles. “So we were aware there was a problem. Bald
eagles are an important part of the ecosystem and are
large consumers of fish ... and we believed that there
was a chance that the bald eagles could have levels of
mercury that could be dangerously high.”
Tothatend, The Nature Conservancy worked with
BRI and the DEC to test the eagles, quite a delicate
process. “First, you have toknowwhere the nests are,
know when they have fledglings, and then approach

good as it could be .... Remember, New York State
has doneawonderfuljobinits effortstoincrease the
bald-eagle population. This was not always the case.
The population was dangerously close to extinction,
and they are beautiful, iconic birds. No one wants
to see any backsliding in their success.”

No one wants to see industrial facilities shut down,
either, Braun said. “They’re part of the fabric of
our economy, but there could be ways to ensure
that their emissions are cleaner and safer for our
ecosystems.”

— Erin Quinn



