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The Adirondack Cooperative
Loon Program (ACLP) is a
cooperative research and
education effort studying the
natural history of the Common
Loon (Gavia immer) and the
effects of contaminants and
human interactions on loon
populations in the Adirondack
Park of New York State.

The Adirondack Cooperative
Loon Program is a partnership of
the Wildlife Conservation Society,
Natural History Museum of the
Adirondacks, New York State
Department of Environmental
Conservation, BioDiversity
Research Institute of Falmouth
ME, and the Audubon Society of
New York State, Inc.

ACLP Steering Committee:

Heidi Kretser and Michale
Glennon — Wildlife
Conservation Society

Rick Godin and Valerie
Trudeau — Natural History
Museum of the Adirondacks

Bryan Swift — NYS Dept. of
Environmental Conservation

David Evers — BioDiversity
Research Institute of Falmouth,
ME

Fred Realbuto — Audubon
Society of New York State, Inc.

Program Coordinator:
Nina Schoch

To Contact the ACLP:

Adirondack Cooperative Loon
Program

P.O. Box 195

Ray Brook, NY 12977

Phone: (518) 891-8836

E-mail: aclp2@juno.com

www.adkscience.org/loons

Summer 2002 Loon Census Results

ACLP’s Annual Census enables us to monitor long-term trends of loons
summering and breeding in New York State, particularly in the
Adirondack Park. Our second Annual Census was held from 8-9a.m.
on Saturday, July 20" 2002, and, once again, based on the comments
from our observers, it was an excellent morning to be on the water:

“Beautiful, calm, misty, then clear”
“This lake is a stunning place, well worth a visit!”

Over 300 observers spent the hour on their favorite lake looking for
loons. We received 177 reports from 159 lakes (some observers split
large lakes into sections), 153 (96%) of which were in the Adirondack
Park. No loons were observed on 38 (24%) of the lakes. A total of 451
loons were observed on 121 (76%) lakes. Adults with chicks or
immature loons were observed on 41 lakes (26%), and adult loons
were observed by themselves on 80 lakes (50%). Of the 451 loons
observed, 383 (85%) were adults, 59 (13%) were loon chicks, and 9
(2%) were immature loons. The percent of adults and young loons
observed were almost the same as those observed in the 2001 census,
as indicated in the below chart.

% Loons Observed in Census that Were
Adults, Chicks, or Immatures

84.9%

% Loons Observed in Census
(2
<
X
;

2.0%

10%

15.1% 13.1%

0%
B %Loons=Adults 2001 2002
O%Loons=Immatures Year
O%Loons=Chicks







Lead Sinker Exchange Project

Almost 60 stores and boat launches throughout
the Adirondack Park participated in our Lead
Sinker Exchange Project during the summer of
2002. Adirondack anglers turned in thousands of
lead sinkers and jigs of all shapes and sizes.
Over 10,000 sinker samples and brochures were
provided to the public to increase awareness of
the toxic effects of lead fishing tackle ingestion on
wildlife.

This project was coordinated with the National
Wildlife Federation and was funded by WCS,
NHMA, and the generosity of many Adirondack
residents, including Elk Lake Lodge and
members of the Adirondack Landowners
Association. Bullet Weights was very generous in
helping us obtain non-lead sinker samples for the
exchange sites.

Many thanks to the exchange sites that
participated in this project, our dedicated staff and
volunteers who maintained the exchange boxes,
and especially to the concerned anglers who
helped get the lead out of Adirondack lakes and
ponds by turning in their lead fishing tackle. More
information about ACLP’s Lead Sinker Exchange
Project is available on our website.

Help Support Our Efforts!

ACLP is funded through grants and donations to
the Natural History Museum of the Adirondacks
or to the Wildlife Conservation Society. ACLP’s
supporters include NYSERDA, the GE Fund, the
Freed Foundation, Connie and Craig Weatherup,
Elk Lake Lodge, John and Evelyn Trevor
Charitable Foundation, and members of the
Adirondack Landowners Association.

Donations to NHMA or WCS for the Adirondack
Cooperative Loon Program are tax-deductible.
Contributions supporting our work enable us to
continue this important conservation and
education effort.

To support the Adirondack Cooperative Loon
Program, contact:

v Diana Fortune at the Natural History Museum
of the Adirondacks: (518) 359-2533 or via e-
mail: dfortune@adknature.org.

v Linde Ostro at the Wildlife Conservation
Society: (718) 220-6891 or via e-mail:
lostro@wcs.org

Remember to Check Our Website!

www.adkscience.org/loons
Want to learn more about loon natural history?
See the results of our 2002 Annual Census!

Find a Lead Sinker Exchange Site near you!
Learn about the effects of environmental mercury
contamination on Adirondack loons.

Join our loon discussions!

ACLP Education Projects

In addition to research on the Adirondack loon
population, ACLP staff provide many education
opportunities for the public. During the summer of
2002, almost 2000 Park residents and visitors
attended ACLP presentations about loon natural
history, factors affecting their populations, and
ACLP’s work. Please contact ACLP if you are
interested in having a presentation for your group!

ACLP’s website, www.adkscience.org/loons is
being revised during the spring of 2003 to be
more accessible to our visitors. Please remember
to visit our website throughout the year to learn
about the results of our work and your
observations!

Adirondack 7th-Graders again had the
opportunity to participate in ACLP’s “Loon
Scientists Program” this winter. Over 200
students in 10 classes and home-schoolers
learned about loons in the Park and how to help
wildlife through their actions and research.

Learn More! Comments and illustrations from our
7th Grade “Loon Scientists” will be up on our
website later this spring. Teachers! Please
contact us about having your class participate!

A Note from ACLP’s Program Coordinator:
As | write this, we are in the midst of a major
winter storm, and it's the first week of April! It's
been a long, cold winter, and we're really looking
forward to the warmer days of spring (I know it's
coming!), and the return of the loons. It's hard to
believe that they’ll be on their territories in only a
matter of a week or two...already I'm getting
many reports of migrating birds.

Hope your migration north is also filled with warm
days and good times. Looking forward to seeing
you again this summer!

-Nina Schoch



Upcoming Events:

v Mark your calendars! The 2003 Loon

Census is scheduled for July 19! Look for
details in our next newsletter or on the
ACLP website after mid-May.

Please join us — the census provides an
excellent opportunity to participate in our
research, as well as watch some truly
unique birds!

We’re planning presentations for the
public for this summer. Please contact
ACLP for details or to schedule a
presentation in your area.

Please check our new & improved
website! We are in the process of revising
several sections of the ACLP website —
please remember to visit the site in May or
June to learn about our summer projects
and ACLP'’s research & education efforts!

Want to Volunteer with ACLP?

Help us with the Lead Sinker Exchange
Project!

Monitor banded loons!
Present education programs!

Become a “Loon Ranger” — contact
Fred Realbuto at the Audubon Society
of New York State, Inc.: (518) 767-
9051x15; frealbuto@audubonintl.org.

For More Information, Contact:
Adirondack Cooperative Loon Program
P.O. Box 195
Ray Brook, NY 12977
aclp2@juno.com
(518) 891-8836
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